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First Presbyterian Church of Niagara Falls

311 First Street

Niagara Falls, NY

On April 3, 1824, in the community of Manchester (later part of the city of Niagara Falls) five citizens met under the leadership of the teacher-educator Reverend David Smith to form the First Presbyterian Church. The persons who were the actors in this scene were Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Smith, Mrs. Isaac Smith, Jr., Mrs. Stephen Childs, and Abraham Mesler. 

The first meetings were held in the log school house on what is now Prospect Street.  This building was used until 1831, when a wooden church building was erected at the corner of First and Falls Streets. The small wooden structure had no steeple so the church bell was displayed in front. That bell still rings today in the current church bell tower. The building was later sold to the Methodists when the present church was erected out of native stone in 1849 at a cost of $8,000 which included the cost of the lot. 

The original Board of Trustees of the "First Presbyterian Society of Niagara" included some of the area's most prominent citizens and founders of Niagara Falls. In addition to the original five organizers were Augustus Porter, Samuel DeVeaux, Ira Cook, and Ziba Gay. Judge Porter was the first permanent white settler of the area and, along with his brother General Peter Porter, owned Goat Island and all the lands in the area. The famous Native American, Chief Red Jacket, and General Lafayette were frequent visitors to the Porter household. 

The Reverend Horatio Parsons was the first regular pastor and when Judge Samuel DeVeaux established the Sunday school in 1827, Mrs. Parsons, who was also the village schoolmarm, became the Sunday school teacher. 

Miss Lavinia Porter, Judge Augustus Porter's daughter, donated her home at 162 Buffalo Avenue as the church's Manse in 1855. No longer owned by the church, the house still stands. 

In 1879, a large addition was constructed at the rear of the church to house the ever-growing Sunday school. Originally called the Chapel, it is now called the Fellowship Room and is largely still in its original form. A growing congregation necessitated the enlargement of the Sanctuary in 1889 when a large addition was constructed on the south side of the church. 

The beautiful stained glass window, now in the Fellowship Hall, originally faced the Sanctuary and was dedicated in 1922. Other major improvements include a new addition to the Chapel, the front entrance, and a considerable change in the basement. This all resulted in a Library and the Fireside Room, as well as other added Sunday school classrooms. The Sanctuary was totally renewed in 1957 including new pews, an enlarged choir loft, and newly-placed organ console. 

Members of First Church have been instrumental in founding several of the other churches in Niagara Falls. Among those was the "Presbyterian Church" at 10th and Niagara Avenue in 1853 and those members also founded the Congregational Church at 822 Cleveland Avenue;  however, in 1867, those persons asked to be readmitted into membership at First Church. In 1893, Pierce Avenue Presbyterian Church was born in faith and prayer when twenty of the original charter members brought their letter from the Mother Church. The Pierce Avenue church closed late in the 20th Century. 

In the late 1920s, the spirit again moved First Church to mission work at home and led to acquisition of property in the DeVeaux and Evershed sections of the city for branches of First Church. Third Presbyterian was merged into First Church and the new facility on 59th Street was named Bacon Memorial Church, in honor of Reverend Albert S. Bacon, who was pastor of First Church from 1890-1925, the longest serving pastor in the church's history. 

In 1970, the church was scheduled to be demolished as part of the city's Urban Renewal program. Fortunately, the congregation's fight to save the building was successful and this magnificent facility still proudly stands as the symbol of Niagara's oldest church (history from web site www.niagarachurch.org).
Trustee Minutes:

1849-1884

1885-1921

1921-1930

1930-1938

1938-1947

1948-1969

1969-1991

1991-2009

Session Minutes:

1824-1843

1843-1876

1876-1913

1914-1932

1932-1945

1946-1953

1954-1960

1961-1974

1974-1988

1988-2001

2001-2009

Membership Books: (contain Memberships, Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths):
1920s-1940s: Communicants (alphabetical order) some records in this volume pre-date the 1920’s.;  Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths (chronological order) 

1940s-1960s: Communicants, Infant & Adult Baptisms, Marriages and Deaths (chronological order)
1960s-Present: Communicants (chronological and alphabetical), Rolls of members including Pastors, Elders, Deacons, Trustees, Inactive and Suspended. Document also includes baptismal dates of infant and adult members from 1960 on.

Marriage and Baptism Records:
The records include
 two (2) boxes of index cards (one sorted by the groom’s name and one sorted by the maiden name) June 1929 -August 1937
Ledger of Marriages from June 1929 to August 1937; Baptisms from April 1926 to June 1929.
