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Introduction


During the 1960s and 1970s Theresa J. White was an active participant in many of Buffalo’s civil rights struggles.  She was involved, at the decision making level, with a number of the city’s civil rights groups and reform efforts.  She was in a unique position to collect and preserve historical papers and records that would document the efforts and intentions of a special generation.  Ms. White felt that she was on a personal mission to keep a record of what her generation was trying to do.  She kept personal files of the activities of many of Buffalo’s civil rights groups, and Buffalo’s Model Cities Program.  Her “Buffalo Model Cities Papers” are filmed under that title.  “The Buffalo Civil Rights Era Files” contains other papers from her personal files.  The papers were organized and grouped in containers by Ms. White.  They are filmed the way they were organized.  The papers were indexed and prepared for microfilming by Monroe and Freddie Mae Fordham.  They were filmed in the Buffalo State College, Monroe Fordham Regional History Center.  They were filmed by LaShawanda Ingram, Jessica Becker, and Charita Jackson, Buffalo State College students.

Theresa J. White;

A Biographical Sketch
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Theresa R. White was born in Buffalo, New York.  Her parents, Miles and Gladys White, moved to Buffalo from Memphis, Tennessee.  She was a graduate of the Buffalo Public Schools.  After high school, she attended Virginia State College.  She graduated from college with a major in Business and Sociology.  She returned to Buffalo after college and was employed for 40 years by the Erie County Department of Social Services as a case worker and supervisor.  When Buffalo launched its Model Cities Program in the late 1960s, the Department of Social Services placed her on loan to work with Model Cities.


During the civil rights era, Ms. White was active in numerous community organizations.  She was a volunteer with Rev. James T. Hemphill’s Walls Memorial Cultural Center.  (Containers 19-30 hold many papers and documents that Ms. White preserved from her involvement with Walls).  She was a member of the board of directors of Walls’ pre-school program.  That program became a demonstration program to justify what would become the Western New York Head Start Program.  When the U.S. Economic Opportunity Act was passed, a community action organization was set up in Buffalo.  Ms. White served on the professional advisory board.  Many of the papers in the “Buffalo Model Cities Program”, and the “Buffalo Civil Rights Era Papers” were collected and preserved by Ms. White during her involvement with those organizations.  She was a member of the Buffalo branch NAACP board of directors, she was a supervisor with the Erie County Child Welfare Services, she was a board member of the Opportunities Industrialization Center (O.I.C.) of Buffalo and Erie County, she was a board member of the St. Augustine Center, and a board member of the Lower West Side Task Force.


In addition to being active in community and civil rights groups, Ms. White was also active in her church.  She served as superintendent of the Sunday school at St. Philip’s Episcopal Church.  She was also a member of the women’s club.  She chaired the Board of Vestry of Ascension Episcopal Church, and was a member of St. Philip’s Board of Vestry.  Ms White was also a member of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority.


Ms. White is a well read and scholarly person.  Her home is literally a private library with bookshelves in every room.  She has books on topics that include anthropology, sociology, music, literature, history, and current topics.  She has a special interest in African American studies.  One of her dream projects was to write a history of African Americans in Buffalo.  Many of the papers in her “Model Cities”, and “Civil Rights Era” collections were collected with that in mind.  She also wrote poetry.  (Some of her unpublished poems are filmed in container #32).
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CONTAINER TITLES

BUFFALO CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS (containers 1 – 9)

1 Black Development Foundation (BDF)

2 Black Development Foundation

3 B.U.I.L.D.

4 Citizens Council on Human Relations (CCHR)

5 CORE

6 Cradle of Black Pearls Child Care Center

7 HOME (Housing Opportunities Made Equal)

8 NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)

9
Urban League

COMMUNITY ACTION ORGANIZATION (CAO)(containers 10 – 18)

10 CAO

11 CAO

12 CAO

13 CAO

14 CAO

15 CAO

16 CAO

17 CAO

18 CAO

WALLS MEMORIAL CULTURAL CENTER (containers 19 – 30)

19 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

20 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

21 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

22 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

23 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

24 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

25 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

26 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

27 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

28 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

29 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

30 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

WHITE, THERESA J.

31 Diary

32 Model Cities Notebook

33 Personal Poetry

34 News Clippings

35 News Clippings

36 News Clippings 

37 News Clippings

38 News Clippings

39 SEEK news article

40 “Bonding Women of Faith”

41 “Spirituality A Gift of our Ancestors” (A Buffalo Black History Program)

42 Buffalo NAACP

43 WALL’S Memorial Cultural Center Pre School

44 Buffalo History Scrapbook

CONTAINER CONTENTS

BUFFALO CIVIL RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS (containers 1 – 9)


Contents are not necessarily listed in order.  Sometimes the items that are listed may be in several places in the container.

1 Black Development Foundation (BDF)


By-Laws


CDC Board and group leaders


Proceeds of meeting


Notice of BDF meeting


Union-Sarah Economic Development Corp., 1973 Annual Report


Activity Report, BDF Mini Plaza


A People’s Emterprise; The C and B Mens’ Shop


A Loan Proposal; BDF Queen City Dairy


By-Laws of the BDF


BDF Special Capital Fund, Financial Statement


BDF Queen City Dairy, monthly report


BDF Summer board meeting


Numerous pieces of correspondence


Newsletter

2 Black Development Foundation


BDF Annual Report, Nov, 1973

3 B.U.I.L.D.


Numerous newspaper clippings


“BUILD Black Paper No. 1, The Buffalo Public Schools”


Longer version of above paper


“BUILD of Buffalo, The Second Year”


newspaper clippings


“BUILD Fruit Belt Caucus for Model Cities”


“Outline of health procedure for BUILD Academy children”


newspaper clippings


numerous papers on BUILD and Model Cities


numerous BUILD committee reports

4 Citizens Council on Human Relations (CCHR)


By-Laws of CCHR


Several information pieces on CCHR


“Proposed Course of Action for Employment Comm. Of CCHR”


handwritten attendance lists??


Results of community meeting


Correspondence and information slingers


Newspaper clippings


Minutes of intergroup meeting


Numerous CCHR newsletters

5 CORE


Printed material


Constitution and By-Laws and other information on the Buffalo chapter

6 Cradle of Black Pearls Child Care Center


“Operational structure of the Cradle of Black Pearls…”


“Minutes of board meeting of BDF”


numerous local papers on black development


numerous papers on Queen City Dairy

7 HOME (Housing Opportunities Made Equal)


Numerous locally generated papers on housing

8 NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People)


Promotional material from national headquarters


Statement of Buffalo Chapter to Buffalo B.O.E.,10/24/62


Statement on “Racial Imbalance”


Memorial service for Medgar Evers


Numerous statements on Buffalo Public education


Newspaper clippings on various types of racial discrimination in Buffalo


Branch newsletters and other papers on Buffalo

9
Urban League

two documents on CCHR


attendance list and minutes of community leaders meeting, 12/5/63


newspaper clippings


“40th Annual Report of Buffalo Urban League, 1966”


“Food Stamp plan sub-committee meeting, 8/21/66”


minutes of various committee meetings


newsletters and annual reports for 1967


news paper clippings, correspondence, and various local programs of Urban League
COMMUNITY ACTION ORGANIZATION (CAO)(containers 10 – 18)

10 CAO


Guidelines, applications, orientation, and other materials on planning for an early childhood program.

11 CAO


Printed reports and other informational material  on early childhood centers.

12 CAO


Target area maps of WNY, membership lists, newsclippings, etc., pertaining to Buffalo.


Minutes of Masten District advisory council.


Papers from Hamlin Park Advisory Council, Ellicott District Advisory Council.


Other papers from community advisory councils.


Project guidelines 

13 CAO


Community Welfare Council of Buffalo and Erie County


Target area maps of Buffalo and Erie County


Hamlin Park Association


Information reports about CAO of Erie County


Graduation Exercises Walls Memorial Cultural Center, 1967

14 CAO


Information reports on the War on Poverty


CAO of Erie County “Professional Advisory Council”


Walls Memorial Cultural Center


The Organization of CAO boards


Correspondence


Other information papers on CAO

15 CAO


By-Laws of Professional Advisory & Business Committee


Pamphlets on CAP program


Various pamphlets and papers on community development

16 CAO


Pamphlets and reports on community development

17 CAO


Papers on community development


“Minutes of Buffalo Blk. Social Workers Meetings”


“Survival in the Promised Land” a local symposium


Community Action Agencies of NY State


Regional Blk. Caucus reports

18 CAO


“The Better War,” a national report


“The National Association for Community Development: Region Two Reports.”

WALLS MEMORIAL CULTURAL CENTER (containers 19 – 30)

19 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Various applications for early childhood centers


Minutes of Head Start Directors Meetings


Minutes of numerous head start related meetings held at Walls Memorial


Correspondence 

20 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Minutes, correspondence, etc., related to Walls Memorial, CAO, & Head Start

21 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Correspondence, membership lists, newsclippings, job training reports, minority coalition,, Opportunities Industrialization Center (O.I.C.).


25th Anniversary of CAO

22 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Correspondence, newsclippings, minutes of meetings, etc. on Minority Coalition

23 Walls Memorial Cultural Center

Continuation of above folder on Minority Coalition
24 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Opportunities Industrialization Center (O.I.C.), adult education component

25 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


O.I.C., Minority Coalition

26 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


O.I.C., Minority Coalition


newspaper clippings, correspondence, etc.

27 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


O.I.C. handbook

28 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Niagara Frontier O.I.C. job training program application

29 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Niagara Frontier O.I.C. applications for funding various programs

30 Walls Memorial Cultural Center


Niagara Frontier O.I.C.

WHITE, THERESA J.

31 Diary


A handwritten diary kept by Ms. White during the 1960s.

32
Model Cities Notebook


A notebook made by Ms. White to index some of the containers in the Buffalo Model Cities Papers.  The notebook contents provide a good timeline to some of the Buffalo Model Cities activities. 

33
Personal Poetry


A book of Ms. White’s unpublished poems.

34 News Clippings


Newspaper clippings, editorials, and magazine articles pertaining to national civil rights issues, African American issues and related topics during the civil rights era.

35 News Clippings


Newspaper clippings, editorials, and magazine articles pertaining to national civil rights issues, African American issues and related topics during the civil rights era.

36 News Clippings


Newspaper clippings, editorials, and magazine articles pertaining to national civil rights issues, African American issues and related topics during the civil rights era.

37 News Clippings


Newspaper clippings, editorials, and magazine articles pertaining to national civil rights issues, African American issues and related topics during the civil rights era.

38 News Clippings


Newspaper clippings, editorials, and magazine articles pertaining to national civil rights issues, African American issues and related topics during the civil rights era.

39 SEEK news article 


A New York State funded education program to assist minority students with college.  The program was initiated by Buffalo Assemblyman Arthur O. Eve.  This pamphlet explains the program.

40
“Bonding Women of Faith”


The printed program of “A Christian Conference for Women” held at St. John Baptist Church, in Buffalo, NY, Sept. 24 & 25, 1993.

41
“Spirituality A Gift of our Ancestors” (A Buffalo Black History Program)


The program packet handed out at “The Second Citywide Black History”, Buffalo NY, 1998.

42 Buffalo NAACP

A packet of information, some of it historical, on the Buffalo NAACP>

43 WALLS Memorial Cultural Center Pre School

A timeline and list of related activities that spans from 1960s – 1990s.

44 Buffalo History Scrapbook

A scrap book containing news articles, printed programs, church anniversary programs, and misc. other materials that highlight the history of blacks in Buffalo NY

PAGE  
10

